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HABS No., WA-163

OFFICE NAME: HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY Pt
SITE NAME: Liberty Historic District/Townsite i
LOCATION: Townsite of Liberty, Kittitas

County, State of Washingtoen

The National Register townsite of Liberty, Washington, originally
named Meaghersvilie {(pronounced Mearsville) is located in the center
of the Swauk Mining District. The district 1is nestled in the low
mountainous country near where the rugged Mt. Stewart Range of the
Wenatchee Mountaing from the east biend with Washingteon's backbone,
the North-South Cascade Mountain Range. Liberty is situated 25 wiles
northwest of KEllensburg, via Ianterstate 90, Wenatchee exit, or from
Cle Elum where I-%0 meets State Highway 97 and driving twelve miles
east, paralleling Swauk Creek for approximately eight of the twelve

miles.

The southward-flowing Swauk Creek, a ctributary of the Yakima
River, enters the Yakima fourteen miles above Fllensburg. The flow
fluctuations of Swauk Creek range from raging spring floods to quiet
flowing waters six feet wide, easily crossed on stones above the water

level in the dry summer and fall seasons.

The principal gold-bearing tributaries of the Swauk Mining
District are from north to south; Baker Creek, Mill Gulch, and ﬁeer
Gulch, Williams Creek was, and still 1is, the richest. Liberty, two
miles above the confluence of the Swauk and Williams Creeks, marks the
place where the Bonanza tributaries enter. The Boulder Creck
tributary from the Flag Mountain area to the south, and Lion and
Cougar Gulches from the north, (early maps show the twc latter names
as Lyons and Kruger) enter Williams Creek flankingz the Liberty

townsite.



Liberty Historic District

HABS No, WA-163 (Page 2)

UTH OO0 BLS.GLE. Maps:  Liberty and irnerp; vadrangle.
LIM Ioordinates H75630 0 323804,
Miivinle--5eo individual index cards.
PEESUNT GOUUPANTES: Malitisloe--See individuzl inder cards.
5 wlirtivle--Sce individeal index catds.
SIGNITICANGE: The Malla ¥Walls Unien, Getcher 33, 1873, renurted
a goid strike in the wountaing neoreh of the Mittlras Valley., Tho

Thi pregent towndite of Liborty was oviginzlly bnown as Williams
Creer, becoming Mengheovevills dn 18%7 and firmalily Lilerty 1In 1912 nt
the advent of the avea post offices’ coasalicdaticn  at  the

Meazhevsville give.

In 1891, two vears after Washington becsae a state, John A.
Shoudy (FEllersburg's founder) bdought a ¢laim from "lHez" Jensen znd
laid out a tewnsite, surveving lots for homes and businesses. Ground
was even set aside for a scheool and a community hall. The miners
built the communit~ hall in 1892 and the school in 1885, Somehow, J.
K. iorrell acquired this townsite, but by 18%7 T. F., Meagher had
‘umped the townsite claim and won his case in court, renaming the
townsite Meaghersviile. By 1907 there were numerous cabins built eon

the mining clzims in the Swauk area when the Wenatchee Hational Forest

which surrounds Liberty was created.
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n the scnnomic

Ragardioss of the communitv's name it has  he

o

center of the Swauk Mining Districty bhoasting steres, horels,

s
tarbershop, taxidermy, gas staricn, a base for logging compunics, @

raiiread spur inte the Nerthern Pocific main line at the Yskima Fiver,
a sawmiil, comaamity hall and a doctor. The Liberty scheeld was cper
From 1885 nril 1939 when At waes consclidated with the ic Elum

District. From 1895 to 1940, the ciidzens voited &t their own polli-g
rlace axd from 1910 to 1931 the raown had a U.S. Post Cffice. In it:

crime the cemmunity nad about 200 residents.

PART T HIETERICAL INFORMATICN: Sez individual indew ¢

3
Lnl
.
[ig)

A Physical History See individual index cards.

B. Historical Content:

The bheginning of Liberty started with the discovery of a-
sizable quantity of gold on Swauk Zreek in the fall of 1873. Prior to
that time prospecters hadrn't found encugh gold 2o warrant the
establishment cf a cawmp site. T, J. Schnebly correspoadent for the

-

Walia Walls Union repovted on Dcrober 18, 1873, from Yakime {ounty,

Kittitas Vallev, Washington Territory:

"I write vyou in a huryy te let vyou know thaot
important gold discoveries have been made in the
mountaing nerth of the Kitticas on & small crzek
called the Swauk.  Ten rmen made the discovery some
three weeks since. They kept the thing secret unril
a few days ago. An Iidian messenger vas disperched
to Mr. Bull fer him teo come forth--that they had
struck a good thing. HMr. 2ull got the news in the
evening, and started in two hours, 1t was dark when
he left. Pergens lef: at all heers of the night.

. . Seventy perscns were on the ground in less than two
days.
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The specimens I saw were CLLTse, veirhing
respectively 11 ounce, $3.20 and S5, 37. 1 eaw

aboul $70 ¢f tre precious stuff{ st the svoie of
Srhoudw and Demnnis.  There were 2,000 men hers in
dave. Tihe wavs has gone over oo

davs Since Mr, Stubhs, wrho iz ar

interest of the Woella ¥Walia and Seattile

few davs ago, No perscn has the

2iircad wow.

he understood that the gold e £11
u "] e

gret: I have mentioned, Ut som
unis are clear geld, and scme have quariz
in them, butr these weighed in mv preagence ar: almos:t
cntirely £ 11

ree frow guarts. Yeeryhody has lefit--a
s heve gone, wmarrisd and unrmarried.

There is no covht of the existance of gold 1
guantities. The discocvery rarty sent down 5
$300. Cold is cowming down and goods are goi
in a deuble =mencse.

T write you this at two o'eleek in the moraing.
Will lesve 4in a c¢ocuple of hours. &11 werk has
ceased in & measuvre. The all abscrbing topic is the
new mines which are distant only about tweuty-five

miles~=-geod trail all the way. A good wagen road
car scon be nade into the rine . The streaw upon
vhich they are situated enters from the west of the

valley, and ioins the Yakima some twelve miles abcve
na .
AeTrea.

I pave rever witnessed
House of Sheudy have clal
peen up and returned and
cn his refurs

greater excitemenz. The
One of the 1-atter hes

:

ha othexr left immediately

a

ns
-
[

You can tell your friend that I think the mines will
pav, but there cannost be wmuch done tbefcre npext
spring. The snow falls pretty deep there, and the
nights, the bovs say, are ¢ocl now. An curce pilece
has been taken out. 1 did not see it, but persons

who did rell me sc. I have seen severzl men wheo
have heen up and returned. hev have twenty days to

epresent their claims in--the discovery party
passed their laws and gut evervihing set tefore thay
proclaired the news, Joe Davis and two of the
Goodwin boye are of the nutber,
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I am of the o¢prinicn thet this will lezd o a
thorough prcepeciing of adiacent ceuntry, and will
lead to wmore important dJdiscoveries in the tCazzade
cuntaina, The Swauk affords plenty of waie
mining purnoses., I Zid not learn hew deep it is to
rhe bhedrock, but 0y imprescicn is }

shallow and e
tha: it is 2 g
a few davs., Y

worked., It is my firm
agp. I will know more abour 1
v will hear from me again. D.J.5.

-~

This newspaper account begins the tale of twe towmsites, cli
Likerty on Swaukx Creek and Meaghervsville on Willdzms Creek, later o
bhecere the prasent Hational Register townsite of Liberty.

The chaos of the goid rueh and the need Lo wees orcer in the
discovery area forced the prespectors to crganize the Swauk lreer
Mining Pistrict with B, ¥, Beorden as the recorder., The men arrecd

that the claims should be 203 fezet long and from rimreock te rimrock.

With the best claims taken on Swauk Creek, the cther triburaries
were the next focus of the geld struck prospectors.  Austin Hires'

(Ellensburg's first majer and later a representative to the Stats

Legislature) recollection c¢f the Williaws Creek discovery {containes
in a tribute te Williew . Tayler, one of the pavticipants in the

Swauk rush) was later cublished in the Ellencbhurp Capital.

"Tn 1873 one day he was working on  the Smith ranch
rutting a cover on the cookhcuse when Fint McRousald came
riding along and callad to Bill telling him some parties
had discovered geld vp in Swaux, Teylor shouted down to
Jeff Smith's sguaw to hi-ak muk-a-muk, and sewt an Indian
boy te corral the herses, They were not long in getting
ready to start and as soon as they had eaten scme dinner
they =saddled their horses and with some bedding and grub
tied to their sadgles they hurried away up =scress the
nienced country, through Green Canven and down First
Cresk to its cornfluence with the Swauk. Here thev met
scme  other parries from Yakima hurrying to the new
discovery. It was agreed among them all that the one who

(Page 5)
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]

1d bezt to the wines shculd have the ripht tou the
irst locaticn, and ¢ i1y’

ran ail the rnthers. Vhen thev arrived at the mouth of
Williems Creek it was dark and thev ail there agreed to

iy

put  the names of the locaters on slips cof paper an?
fosten ther tn stakes aznd then rwo of the men would sten
of f 100 feect and there set one of the stakes and theu

another 100 fect and set ancther, gontinuing thus on up
tha creek umtil 211 the stakes were sef.  Such stake
would estublish o claim 100 feer leong frem rim te rim on
the gulch for the one whose name was on the stake
Taylor's claim was loczted on Williams Creel at the mouth
ci Lyon's Gulch. He did some work on his claim that fall
but never gol to bedvock and finally standoned it. This
same ground was aiterwards worked by In
any thousands of dollars were taken out. Pacple
ewming inte the Swauk all that nipghi, amonp others
Mese Bellwmzn, kEd Whitson, Charles B. Reed, =owe of the
a

. A

T
and wany more of the old pionecevs.

4 the first flash of the gold strikes, news items Iron

rd.

the mining district were sciree until 187 when the FKittitas Stand

[+

in an attempt to promote the area, publisned a series ofi letzers Zror
Cwauk miners. "They called it » 'sadl:r rneglected cawmp.' It is

evident from <he letters that many prominent Lilensbury men were

o
[

rive in develeoping the avrea. Dexter Stoudy, son of the eurly

fourder of Ellensburg, h:al already

begur hydraulic work.'”

Cne of the reasons for quietnesz cn the wmining froat was an
influx of Chinese wminers. Because of their seemingly strange and
secretive wavs they were excluded from the existing mining camps. By

1890 the Chirese had Jeft the Swauk.

With the steady support from local investors and promoters,
gold continued to be extracted frcm the pedrock on Swauk (reek. In
1889 Mr. Carson built a store at the mouth of Williams Creek. Terkell
Tweet struck a sizatle guantity of gold on his Swawk Creek clzim ir

1891 and had constructed 2 large water powered arrastra on his claim.

Numerocus letters began to be submitted to the Ellensburg Capital
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and Register in the 1890's addressing the difficulties of mining life
as well as vreflecting the charvacter of the developing mining
communities on the Swauk. The idea that the mining camps were filled

with shiftless single men 18 scon dispelled by this newspaper account

Her

enjoyiﬂg ezch othker's cowmpany here (E
njured wife learned of her husband's ?erfid} and as ns
ned left her withceut anv money, the kind-h arted miners
guickiy wmade her a purse sufficient to able her to
reac she
ine

Illensburg Csapital: It seems that a resident ¢l the

camp, with business incerests and a devetad wife and

farily, has been acting in rathe* an unsecoming wmannar

with a woman bearing ansther wan's name. A few days

ago they left camp and it was scon lesrned they were
]L

dlg} The
2
er
h frierds and lett the place with her licrle

cnes . . . . The r» say they have neo use for this
“ind and they int end te make an example cof him if he

The following excarpte Ifrem You're at Libercy Mere by Jessz Jordan

nvovides hi-lights of the =2viy vears of the Swauhk Mining Districe:

In 1891 John A, Sheoudy, promincnt Ellensburg pioneer,
buve "Nez" Jeunsen's place on Swauk Creek near where
Williams Creek empties into it and began to lay out a
town and also to set up a store. Early in the Spring
of 1892 the miners decided to build a public hall, it
was to be thirty feet by sixty feet snd was ro be
constructed cn the corner of Main and Swauk Avenue.
¥ith donated materials and labor the building wss
orened July 4, 1892, GScott Darling opencd a store but
because of shady management the store quickly changed
hands. The Liber:ty Post Office was established in 1892
and Gus Nelson appcinted the first Post Master. Again
moet of the develepment was happening at the confluence
of dﬂlllams Creek and Swauk Creek. A =stage line was
gstaklished from Ellensburg to Liberty Ly W, A. TFord,
in 1893 Frank Lauderdale purchased Shoudy’s store and
established a boarding Thouse under hLis wifa's
supervision. '

D

4

By 1835 the interest in wining was swinging away from
Swaiuk Creel and on te Williams Creek whare both HMHeegher
and Bigney had thedr claims. As a conseguence a
building boom developed en Williams Creek. The little
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sommunity forned tpevre was o at
and  soan Moo

mersviite,  buz

¢ : g
whew west of the people
r

craduaclly transferrss? fram the 0ld Liberty and moved
thodr buildings with them, the Test Office came alse i
1926 and Meaghersville became Wew Libertv. :
: moarits become confuosing after 3895 as it is
¢

>
211 whicn of the commuenities z2ye bheing

_ -
erence to Likerty.'

Also 4im 1895 2 school houss wes built in Meaghersville, anothery

reflection of the compeositicn of the community. In 1B89Y prosperirny

enveisped the camp--a barbershop and jewelry stoere, a hotel and a

restavrant opencd in Meaghersville., The end of the 189C's was marked

oy & censolidation of small mining claims into the holdings of larger

A2

1900 dawas and telcernhone lines ave sirung into the Swauk in %he

Thee liavional Feree: fervice which surrounds Liberty wa

on

Lands thuéat

had had no current mining claims cr weve
were caoreideved  ta  he public under che

durisdiction of this newiy created governmentel depariment.

Conflict, dissensicn, controversy and uncertainty describes the
wining camyp Mininug c¢laims had changed hands freguentliy and abandoned

been fair dizzings  for any rew prospector, Thesr

diffzrences and characteristically sctrled by

The residents who had had local centrel were suddenly 1ot

sure of the status of their ciaims zrd land heldings. Anv use cthezs
than mining was considered government trespass. A Forest Service
report, filed in 1200 addresses the conflict ¢f residents farming on
"wornout" mining claims aad the miners' resentment of agricultural

classification rather than mineral. M. L. Trickson's reccmmendations

were: “Tn order to avoid issuing many specizl use permits, which willl

undoubtedly cause dissension among miners, it may be best to eliminate
’ < »

&

unéder the townsite law, the townsitoc of Meaghersville."

(Page &)
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Ip 1916 the livinzston brethers, who had run the Likarty Post
Qifice and stove at o oLd Literty on the Swuuk, went cut of husiness.
T

R
SLUE.

@ past

e and the

vriag the twertics  the  tyge of mindng investment and  the

intensicy of the engilirseving and techrnologzy had scooelerated greatly
Tre uld wirning code of ethics vis again challernged and residents of

Jompany. The oivizens nanded togerher and filed an appeal with the
Federal Court of Appesls in Tovtland, Oreger. The Liteorty residents
n

won  their appaal and the rnining ceowpany was denied wi

within the townuite.

To 19372 Literty resident, S5ilie Jerdin, hit pay dive. The strike

£0,000 dollsrs. Mis

cr

Tother, Clarence, also

[&]
gtruck a wvein of geld on bis Ace of Diamonds-Tlaz Mountain elaim.
. . C A 4 : T s -
This strire yiclded bLetween 33 and 30,000 dollars. Mering the 1960%s.

o =

~-70's -~ BQ0's Barry and Virgil Hiner's dredzing operaticon, Gold

Placers, Inc.,, located scouth of the townsite hag recovered enoug

-

tc continue extensive cpen pit micing.

Land use confliicts among miners, rownsite residents and the U.§.

Forest Service was the impetus to force the Liberty regidents to

petition to have the rowasite included on the Nariornal Repister of

Historic Pleces. The residents have continued to push for legislation

rt

te allew a land sale to the residents barring 2 jpublic auction.
Consesvently, in 1931 with legislatior paused, the Forest Service is
transierring said titles in the Liberty tcwnsite to Kitroitas Counuw

and the Liberty resadents ave pavirg the land assessments to the

county to finallwv obrain clear ritles,

(Page 9)
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Specifiec uareas of sigrificance not addressed 4i

Al

ectly in the
histericzl context are. First, the varieties cof zeld (wire pold, pecid
dust, 2old nuggets, awnd quartz gold) discoversd in the Swauk area.

The geological diversity of the ares requires & variety of mining

technigues: placer, pocket, hydraulie, and tard rook mining matheds
used side by

are facilitated to extract the poldbearing ore,
side. Although net unigue, this is one of the few arcas in the sgats
nr in the =sountrv where such diversitv iz found., Gold mining has
continged o be the main occupatisn for many of the residents 2and
their single source of wconomic independence.

Secendly, the miners whe have come to prospect here ovel the
yvears were not single or shiftless wen, They brought their families,

of ethics, idecls and worals, znéd have continucd to

jSH]
"
[l
rm
el
ja ¥
53]
4
(a9

meintain & quality of is uniquely rural end "Libertv'. The
citizens have banded together for recreation and comradery thyeouph
dicasters, and for conmen survival. They wave started & school,
businesses, services, and a style of local government that has
uniquely met the needs ¢I their community. Each c¢f these industriocus, .
rugped incividuals keve felt the need to joiw togetner when their
iifestvle has heen threatened during the last ¢ne-hundred plus years,
Tnis lifestyle has spartan elements and a long established ethic of
Te-use. Evern the cabins built in Liberty represent that ethic of
Te-use. Thevy are assenbled from various constructicr types and

metheds from lecally availloble materials,

"It c2n be stated uneguivocally that our great Nation
craws nuch of its sirength from the sournd traditions
aad culture which have been built con our own scil. WHe
could wview the furure with greater eguanimity if we
kuew that it would be bpuilt in _harmony with the
nobility and greatnscss of the past.”
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I conclusion, the 1

[

fe of the Swauk gold camp can be dividad

i1nto soven arcas of activiey:
. Discovery and injcial rush: 1873,
5, HModerate activity: 1874-18%0,
€. Beoom: 1891-1905,
D. Lag: 1i606-1920
E

. Period of the dredges: 1920-1929,
F. Depression boom: 1432-1939,
G. Lag: 19A0~.8
Golé nhas continued to pe exoracted from the mines arcund Liberty since
the 1940's but the dellar amount is unavailable. Tt is certain that

geld will continue to be extractsd frowm the Swauk Mining District and

ry

hat the Liberty residents will continue to e involved in the mining

rrocess.

"

{Page 11)
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1. 3illy Anderson Cakin

2. Arrastra

3. Asgsay Cffice

. Czldwel! Steore and Liberty Fost Cffice
William Ellict Cakir and Qutbhuilding

. Calhoon's Butcher Shor {destroved 19793
. Gold Placer's Inc.

Ed Cuse Cabin

Amos Jordin Cabin

Ben Xillscon Cabin

Livery Stakle and Barker Cekin

Thormas Meagher's Cabin

Meagher's Hotel and Ecarding Houcge

Joe Neal Cabin

Gus Siecel Cabin

l16. Eloise Stine

17. Taxidermy Shop

18. Water-Powered Ore Mill

12, A.F. York Cabin
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